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Give me more survival in intense, futuristic traps.

Incarceron by Catherine Fisher

Finn can't remember anything before awakening in Incarceron, an 
unimaginably vast, sentient prison; if he's going to get out he's 
going to need a little help from the outside. Luckily Claudia, the 
warden's daughter, is also looking for freedom—from an imminent 
arranged marriage—and the two begin to plot their escapes.

Sequel Sapphique

Lockdown by Alexander Gordon Smith

When fourteen-year-old Alex is framed for murder, he becomes an 
inmate in the Furnace Penitentiary, the world’s most secure prison 
for young offenders, buried a mile beneath the earth’s surface; 
where brutal inmates and sadistic guards reign, boys who disappear
in the middle of the night sometimes return weirdly altered, and 
escape might just be possible. 

Sequels Solitary, Death Sentence, Fugitives, Execution

Variant by Robison Wells

Seventeen-year-old Ben Fisher thinks that being accepted into 
Maxfield Academy will change his life for the better, but instead he 
finds himself trapped in a boarding school with no teachers but a 
mysterious overseer called “Iceman,” where students break up into 
gangs to survive an environment where the rules change daily and 
the punishment for breaking one is death 

Sequel Feedback



I like this survival stuff, let's try it end-of-the-world style.

The 5th Wave by Rick Yancey

Cassie barely survived the first four waves of the alien invasion of 
earth and now, with the fifth wave rolling out and humanity in 
shambles, she's been separated from the only thing she has left—
her little brother, and she'll do anything to get him back. 

Sequel The Infinite Sea

Ashfall by Mike Mullin

For  fifteen-year-old Alex, being left alone for the weekend means 
nothing more than uninterrupted World of Warcraft sessions, until 
the Yellowstone Supervolcano explodes and plunges the world into 
chaos, darkness, and ash. Alex sets off to find his parents, facing 
human and natural threats in the wake of the disaster and falling in 
with Darla, a fellow survivor who becomes a travelling companion. 

Sequels Ashen Winter, Sunrise

Life as We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer

When the moon is struck so hard that it's moved off its orbit and 
triggers a series of natural disasters, the effects aren't immediately 
life-threatening to Miranda, in her small town in Pennsylvania. But, 
as time goes on, the things she's always taken for granted begin to 
disappear as grocery stores empty without being restocked and 
friendly neighbours turn hostile.

 
Sequels The Dead and the Gone, This World We Live In, The Shade
of the Moon



Ashes, Ashes by Jo Treggiari

After five years of floods, extreme weather, and a mutated smallpox 
epidemic, humanity exists only as small bands of roaming survivors. 
Lucy is living alone in what's left of Central Park when she meets 
Aidan and his band of scavengers and is soon facing a new danger:
the Sweepers are back, and they're looking for her.

Upcoming sequel Pocket of Posies

You know what, just skip the apocalypse and go on ahead to
the dystopia.

Proxy by Alex London

Syd is an impoverished, gay teen who was roped into crippling debt
as an infant and has to pay it back as a proxy; when his spoiled 
patron Knox acts out, Syd gets punished. But when Knox 
accidentally kills a girl in a car crash, Syd, unwilling to pay the steep 
price for a murder he didn't commit, escapes and finally meets his 
patron face-to-face.

Sequel Guardian

The Knife of Never Letting Go by Patrick Ness

Tod Hewitt lives in a world without silence, where thoughts are 
broadcast in a never-ending stream of Noise, in a town of only men.
Among the constant barrage of thoughts Todd and his talking dog, 
Machee, stumble upon an area of silence, but as he investigates 
further he uncovers that its presence heralds a terrible danger.

Sequels The Ask and the Answer, Monsters of Men



The Drowned Cities by Paolo Bacigalupi

Mahlia and Mouse are refugees from the Drowned Cities of a future 
America Southeast, surviving in a impoverished village on the 
outskirts of the jungle when they meet Tool, a genetically engineered
half-man/half-beast killing machine, who has been wounded 
escaping from his masters.

Prequel Ship Breakers

Feed by M.T. Anderson

Titus and his friends have grown up on the feed—a next-gen 
Internet hardwired directly into their brains. He's comfortable with 
his world until he meets Violet, who doesn't unthinkingly see what 
the feed shows her, but sees the world as it really is. Is is possible to
break free of the feed? And would it even be worth it to try?

Unwind by Neal Schusterman

After a civil war has been waged over reproductive rights, life is 
protected from conception to the age of thirteen. Human life can't 
be 'terminated,' but between the ages of thirteen and eighteen, the 
parents or guardians have the option to “unwind” them their children
—sending them off to harvesting facility where their bodies are 
taken apart and reused. Connor, Risa, and Lev, all due to be 
unwound for different reasons, end up on the run together; if they 
can stay hidden until they turn eighteen they can safely reentered 
society.

Sequels UnWholly, UnSouled



Well, I liked the monsters; how about some fantasy with 
creatures?

The Monstrumologist by Rick Yancey

The journal of Will Henry,  apprentice to the enigmatic 19th-century 
'monstrumologist,' Doctor Pellinore Warthrop, records the case of a
pod of Anthropophagi—muscular, headless, albino monsters with 
hug black eyes on their shoulders, shark-tooth filled mouths on their
stomachs, and tiny brains in their crotch. William and his master 
must solve the mystery of how the monsters got from Africa to New
England so that their killing spree can be stopped.

Sequels The Curse of the Wendigo, The Isle of Blood, The Final 
Descent

The Scorpio Races by Maggie Stiefvater

The capaill uisce, or water horses, that emerge from the sea by the 
island of Thisby are predatory creatures that eat meat and seek to 
drown humans, but they can by tamed and they're fast, faster than 
land horses. Sean Kendrick and Kate “Puck” Connolly, both 
orphaned by water horses, will ride in this year’s deadly Scorpio 
Races. Both need to win, but someone has to lose.

Shadow and Bone by Leigh Bardugo

When Alina Starkove, an army mapmaker, protects a friend during a
perilous mission in the the Shadow Fold, the strip of darkness 
infesting her country filled with flesh-eating monsters called Volcras, 
she manifests a rare magical ability. She's soon recruited into the 
order of magic-users, the Grisha. Could her rare gift be the key to 
unravelling the Shadow Fold? 

Sequels Siege and Shadow, Ruin and Rising



LOOKING FOR MORE? 
Find suggestions based on books you like:

Poke around some more readalikes...
There's plenty available at A Book and a Hug
Check if your library has an Novelist account
See if any authors you like have a readalike on LibraryThing
Check out suggestions at BookBrowse

...or try a book recommendation site
What Should I Read Next?
http://www.whatshouldireadnext.com/
Whichbook
http://www.openingthebook.com/whichbook/
Gnooks
http://gnooks.com/

Try asking your librarian
It's what they're there for. They'll be excited that someone's asking them something.

Join Goodreads, LibraryThing, or Shelfari
Where you can leave reviews, keep track of what your reading, and check out what other people
thought of books. 

Find some blogs
There's lots of review blogs out there. Try out a few to see if they're a good fit for you. You could 
start with these:

Flaming Net Book Reviews
http://www.flamingnet.com/

Guys Lit Wire
http://guyslitwire.blogspot.com/

Guys Read
http://www.guysread.com/

I'm Here, I'm Queer. What the Hell do I Read? - YA books with LGBTQ characters and 
themes 

http://www.leewind.org/

http://www.leewind.org/
http://www.abookandahug.com/read-alikes
http://www.guysread.com/
http://guyslitwire.blogspot.com/
http://www.flamingnet.com/
http://gnooks.com/
http://www.openingthebook.com/whichbook/
http://www.whatshouldireadnext.com/
http://www.bookbrowse.com/read-alikes/
http://www.librarything.com/labs_authorreadalikes.php
http://www.ebscohost.com/novelist%E2%80%8E


John and Hank Green's Nerd Fighters
http://nerdfighters.ning.com/

No Flying, No Tights – graphic novel reviews
http://noflyingnotights.com/

Reading in Color – reviews YA books about or featuring people of colour 
http://blackteensread2.blogspot.com/

Reading Rants: Out of the Ordinary Teen Booklists
http://www.readingrants.org/

Teen Ink Book Reviews
http://www.teenink.com/reviews/book_reviews/

Teen Reads
http://www.teenreads.com/

YA Fresh
http://yafresh.blogspot.com/ 
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